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" realistic," and empiricaL He hated catchwords
like the plague. When a certain well-known
Liberal of the academic type praised a certain public
man as " a good European," he dryly observed :
" When I lay me down at night or rise in the morn-
ing I do not ask myself if I am a good European."
At the end of 1919 he was very concerned about
the guarantees to France :

" Surely a permanent commitment like that is
contrary to all our foreign policy. What do the
words c unprovoked attack * by Germany mean ?
They are dangerously vague. I've been discussing
them with Rosebery and he is as uneasy as I am.
He wrote a letter to the Press about it, and the Times
refused to publish it,"

On that occasion our talk veered round to
literature, as it generally did, and particularly to

French writers.

jf

LORD MORLEY : Renan's style is truly French.
But what variety there is ! Hugo's style is .an,
utterly different thing from Voltaire's.

J. H. M. : Yes, Voltaire wrote with the point
of a stiletto, Hugo with a brush. Hugo's prose
is often formless and rhetorical.

LORD MORLEY : Yes, but he was greatest when
he smelt the sea. Look at the Travailleurs de la
Mer. Taine would have appealed to you. I
knew him. I knew them nearly all except Sainte-
Beuve.

J. H. M.: Of all the French writers of the later
generation I should have liked most to know SordU

LORD MORLEY:   There I agree with you.-  I